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By REX R

The best. Ezl'n at the recent ‘Cannes
Trestival was a documentary aboulb the
Vietaam \&ar called .“Hearts a'ld

Ainds.” It was a brutal, mind-blowing
experience that shattered every Ameri-
can who saw it,. yet the tragedy is that
Amsuuano at home might never get the
chance to see it There are injustices
every day that fill' the newspapers.

. There
make anyone heavy-bedlted with sad-
ness. But the problems that face a
magnificent film like “Hearts and
Imds are too much to bear.

“{parts and Minds” was financed by -

Columbia Pictures and produved by Bert
Sehnelder, a parinec in BBS Produc-
iinns, the company that created “Iasy
T‘ ider,” “The Last Pleture Show” and
‘Five Kasy Pleces.” BBS is a company
c,a(maz,ed to motion pictures concernad
with quality of American Iie.
“ifearts and Minds,” which might well
be this company’s xJeat and mOaf coira-
gw\ film fo date, was directed by the
talented, 37-year-old documentary film-
peek Pater Davis, whose CBS-TV spe-
cial ¢ -‘h» Selling of the Pentagon” won
yaountaing of prizes and even led to
reforms in seme Pentagen public rela-
{ions ,)L’lCUCSa Now a series of compli-
cated provlems .are plr%m" the film
that mizht make it impossiole to obiain
a release in the United States. While 1
was in Canaes, T met with Davis and he
d what happened.

the

aker,

axplaine
Wothing io Jo withit

omm‘ma financed it,”’ he said, “but
‘f‘: oy will not have anything to do with
its '10;;)313{%@ in Cannes and now they
are reluctant to show it in America.
Thers are several reasons. Columbia i3
a carporate structure in a great deal of
a{ debt. They ave uu the hands of
n inks to which they pav 514 million a
renr just Lo repay this debt. Therefore
t v oare worried about the politic: X
i ications of the film and also abaitt
fhe pos lbnﬂy that it n'mht have a
Iimi'v Yence and they don't want to

2 nonsy. We can’t sell it to anyore
s becavse Columbia still owns ¥
could just deep it i1 a ho
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somewhere and kill it off that way, but
that's the worst thing that could haopcn
toit.” -

Columbia Pictures spmoa'nen on the
other hand, say they are not holding the
film back because it’s controversial. The
real reason they haven't expedited the
release, they say, is that BBS Produc-
tions is suing the studio for *“at 1eam
§230,000" for unp:ud royalties on “The
Last Picture Show’ and “Five Basy
Pieces.” Whatever the reasons. “Hearts
and Minds’’ has not yet bezn shown to
the American people.

This is the only film I have ever seen

‘that sweeps away the gauze surrounding -

Vietnam and tells the -truth. Tor 10
vears. the American public was boni-
harded daily with body counts from the
war as it the number of dead men and
women on each side wers scores (n an
TV rews programs
hotocaust of battle in living
and (ving color. Smne,.mmlcms were
occasionally reassured by what they
saw, others were horrified.. Almost
everyone was confused. M said it
was the greatest tmged to hit America

since the Civil War, This fime our land
was not burned, fhough our soidiers
were killed, malmed and imprisoned for

reasons that ave siiil not clear in a
fur off land abouf which most people

tnew nothing and couidn’s care less.

“Hearts and nI'nd » s a film about why
the United States wentto V,emam what
we did there and what doing it did to
ug. Peter Davis says: “Ii’s Reither pro
nor anti-American. It's just an attempt
to understand what we have done and
what we have become.”

That’s why tiere are no Bella Abzugs
or Jane Fondas or Tom Haydens in it.
Davis was more mrev'nt-id in showing

the people who made the war and were
<1\*\"r~lv involved in it r.t r than the
people who opposed it. "Iy :) izct was to
find out why if hap O"”r:u "he : savs. And

find out he did.
flere is Li G or' Coker, from Lin-
den, M.J., forcig his 1Ke

in classroomns.
diers, telling the
pvecyone  has
The excitement of ih
ting their tardets s

who raced b ck to their own cou

Aron VJ’I;

-

Cut o children with their limbs ‘ﬂo‘v‘n
off, wounded mothers weeping for thel
Geaﬁ infants; a homeless farmer mm* |

g to a pile of rubble where his kitchen §
u:ed to be, while the Vieinames lan-3
guage is translated for Davis ihrough
walkie-talkies. Cuf.to an innccent £ sol- ;
dier, wiping away tears, saying: “Itwas
atrictly business. We had a Job to do
and we did it. We never heard any
screams.”’ ‘

Never-euding expleitation

The exploitation never ends. Tirst we
become involved in the country because
the Pentagon tells us to, then we bomb
evergthing. in sight, then wa take pl(,—-
ttll’ea of . Davis geis it all down for
erity—ihe Saigon colfin maker who
Pa out 500 children’s-size coffins per
\»ea" for the babies who diz Irom
American bombs, the Army deserters
who ran away after eyewitnessing pris-
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oners bnm'J pub hed out of American -
“heliconters, the Vietnam war prot u‘eera—w

niry
z.t rar the Paris peace h‘u’-:s i> prepare -
- peace by milking their own people

e i3 the other side of the
thP tm'fedx of our owm hOvs,
Idered and hali-dead, trying fo jus-
¥ their part in the slaughier, and the
families of (‘efld soldiers, t*’»ir to jus-
ifv their Xkids® own funerals. Davis
frav ebd with a camera crew for fwo
ye .Ars, interviewing not only fhe men
who were there but the leaders and
pol c*»ma‘\ers who formulated the stra-
tezies and decisions in Washinglon.
There is one heartbreaking .L-t rview
witn Daniel Ellsherg, the former De-
fense Department and Rand Corporat
aide, that a:ll; more about Viztnam Lhan
anv of Richard Nixen’s incohzresi pep
taixs. There is another intzrview w‘?h
General Westmoreland in

which he o3
:)'-nns that “‘Life is plem i, L

. -f?

to those people. That is the
pnu,aophy of the Orizni. You have to
roalize that oo individual life thereisnt
as imporiant as an m(hwr’ual life in

Araerica.” There is eneh
r. a Visinamese b"o*“d :1 which bw
Gi's proudly display the wour N
L_..e ini Uuul on Vietnamssz woemen,

'mg scene

-l LEEES

Approved For Release 2005/01/13 : CIA-RDP88- 01365Rooo3oo1ooooe'3@ ntinued

i

[ ——



